
May 11, 2020 
 
Dear Class of 2020, 
 
I hope this message finds you safe and well.  Your class is a particularly special one for 

me.  I remember welcoming you on Freshman Orientation Day in August of 2016, I 

remember the first day of your high school career, and I remember speaking with your 

class before any of our school assemblies began.  You were the last class I was linked 

with as an Associate Principal before becoming a Principal in another district.  This after 

serving South Windsor for nearly 18 years as a teacher, coach, and administrator.  Little 

did I know I would have the good fortune of returning to Bobcat Nation shortly after as 

its Principal.  I was thrilled to be back and the Class of 2020 was a huge reason why.   

Your school year began with the traditional Senior Rock Signing Event.  It was a 

successful beginning to what I thought would be a year filled with signature experiences 

for your Class.  A year complete with all of the experiences that SWHS seniors look 

forward to like Senior Outing, Senior Awards Night, signing each other’s yearbooks, 

Senior Reception, picking up caps and gowns and, of course, graduation.  These are 

strong Bobcat traditions. 

And then things changed.  While many of us were anticipating we would no longer 

return for the school year, when our Governor made his announcement last week it 

went from becoming a possibility to becoming real.  I can only imagine the range of 

emotions you feel right now including sadness, disappointment, and frustration—

understandably so.  We are united in wishing that things were back to normal.  This was 

not the way your senior year was supposed to conclude.  Our high school building 

should be filled with teaching and learning and we should be seeing all of our students 

in classes, in the halls, in the cafeteria, on the athletic fields, and on the stage—

especially our seniors who were concluding their high school career before beginning 

their next chapter in life.  Speaking of concluding your high school year, we continue to 

review options to celebrate your graduation and are aiming to have additional 

information to the families of seniors at some point this week.   

To the Class of 2020, please do not let this time period or conclusion to your senior year 

define you.  It will not.  Your spirit, your outlook, and your futures are too strong to be 

defined by this.  Though these are challenging times, our district motto of “dream, 

achieve, inspire” has never before been more resolute.  Stay well, stay safe, and stay 

Bobcat Strong! 

Sincerely, 

Frank Rizzuto 
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